Sample Letter to the Editor #2
Dear Editor:

Re: Preserving the Long Gun Registry

We support the long gun registry because it’s a public safety tool that makes women’s lives safer. Our shelter staff say it is useful and needed. 
Long guns and rifles are the guns most commonly used in spousal homicides, and especially when women are the victims. The more the police know about who has them, the better – and that’s what the registry does. It’s argued that criminals don’t register their guns, but in cases of domestic violence the line between criminals and non-criminals is not clear. In domestic violence, “criminals” are family members and the guns they use most often are the ones commonly kept in homes for other purposes: long guns and rifles. Since 1995, spousal homicides with long guns have decreased by at least 50%. The bottom line is clear: death rates by long guns have reduced substantially since the inception of the long gun registry: how is this wasteful spending?
Dismantling the long-gun registry would not serve the interests of women vulnerable to violence. Are we weighing women’s lives and safety against an inconvenience for hunters and other gun owners?

Sincerely,
